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SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURE (SOP)  

Oxy-Acetylene Torch 

DO NOT use this tool unless appropriately instructed in its safe use and operation and permission to 
operate has been given. 

COMPULSORY PPE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pre-Operational Safety Checks 
1. Wear proper clothing and person protective equipment. 
2. Do not use the torch in explosive atmosphere or around combustible materials. 
3. Keep the area clean & free of grease, oils and flammables. 
4. Ensure cylinders must be on trolleys or cradles and secured. 
5. Do not use gas cylinders as supports. 
6. Ensure the area is well ventilated. 
 

Operational Safety Checks 
1. When setting up, check that the oxygen and acetylene regulator adjusting knobs are closed (OFF) and are 

loose. 
2. Check that both handpiece blowpipe valves are closed. 
3. Slowly open the cylinder valves on each gas cylinder by half a turn only – for a faster emergency shutdown. 
4. Screw in the regulator adjusting knobs slowly until the delivery pressure gauges are both correct. 
5. Purge the oxygen gas line and check for constant gas flow. Re-adjust delivery pressure if necessary. 
6. Then purge the acetylene gas line and check for constant gas flow. Re-adjust pressure if necessary. 
7. Open the acetylene blowpipe valve very slightly and light with a flint lighter ONLY. 
8. Continue to slowly open the acetylene blowpipe valve until correct flame length is achieved. 
9. Slowly open the oxygen blowpipe valve until a neutral flame is produced. 
10. Always be very aware of the dangers of a naked flame. 
11. NOTE – when shutting down, always close the acetylene blowpipe valve first. 
 

Housekeeping 
1. Ensure both gas bottles are off and the bottles are stored upright at completion of work. 
2. Leave the work area in a safe, clean and tidy condition. 
3. Ensure torch tips are cleaned as per manufacturers recommendations. 
 

Potential Hazards 
1. Explosion 
2. Burns 
3. Eye Injury 
4. Fire and Explosion 
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SPECIAL NOTES 
No personnel are to use this equipment prior to obtaining: 

- Competency in the correct use of the equipment 
- Reading and fully understanding the operator’s manual – can be located in the Recopak Manuals Draw 

(marked on Recopak Map) 
- Reading the standard operating procedure 
- Undergoing through practical training while properly supervised 
- Supervisors to ensure SOP’s are signed off 

 

This SOP does not necessarily cover all possible hazards associated with this equipment or procedure 

and should be used in conjunction with other references. It is designed as a guide to be used to 

compliment training and as a reminder to users prior to use. 
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I confirm I am competent to operate an Oxy-Acetylene following my training and reading 

of the attached Safe Operating Procedure. 

DATE Name Signature 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 




